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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 25974 

CINCPAC ALST FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SREF, ICRC, FR, KS, TH, VS 
SUB J : "FINAL" FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON 

REF: (A) GENEVA 7191 (B) BANGKOK 24874 

SUMMARY: ICRC OFFICIALS DISCUSS RECENT FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON AND 
POSSIBILITY OF OTHERS. FRENCH FLIGHTS WILL CONTINUE ON A 
SPORADIC BASIS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . WITH TERMINATION OF SERIES OF SPECIAL ICRC EVACUATION 
FLIGHTS FROM SAIGON (REF A), EXPANDED ICRC STAFF HERE INCLUDING 
GENEVA. SAIGON, HANOI, AND KUALA LUMPUR REPRESENTATIVES, IS 
SPENDING SEVERAL DAYS TAKING STOCK REGARDING NEED FOR FURTHER 
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INVOLVEMENT IN THIS FIELD. ICRC BANGKOK REPRESENTATIVE ZEN 
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RUFFINEN NOTED THAT THERE ARE STILL MANY FOREIGNERS REMAINING IN 
SAIGON WHO WISH TO LEAVE, WITH FRENCH FLIGHTS AS THEY ARE NOW 
VAGUELY PROJECTED UNABLE TO CARRY MORE THAN A PORTION OF THEM. 

HE ADDED THAT ICRC REMAINS AWARE OF PROBLEM OF AMERICANS AND 
DEPENDENTS STILL IN SAIGON BUT SAID THERE IS NO NEWS TO PASS ON 
ABOUT THEIR TRAVEL PROSPECTS AT THIS TIME. 

2. BIGGEST PROBLEM ON JUST COMPLETED SERIES WAS WITH RTG, 

WHICH SEEMED TO PLACE OBSTACLES IN WAY OF THE PROGRAM. MOST 
SERIOUS 

PROBLEM BEING ITS REFUSAL TO ALLOW PAKISTANI 
REFUGEES FROM SAIGON IN TRANSIT HERE TO TAKE OFF FOR 48 HOURS. 
FRUSTRATIONS WERE SUCH THAT ICRC, IF IT DOES RUN EVACUATION 
FLIGHTS IN THE FUTURE, IS SERIOUSLY INCLINED TO USE ANOTHER CITY, 

E.G., KUALA LUMPUR, AS ITS JUMP OFF POINT, BUT EVERYTHING IS 
HYPOTHETICAL AT THIS STAGE. 

3. IN CONTRAST, SRV WAS MORE COOPERATIVE WITH FLIGHTS THAN IN 
THE PAST. GREATEST PROBLEM WAS VIETNAMESE RELUCTANCE TO 
ALLOW VIETNAMESE DEPENDENTS OF FOREIGNERS TO DEPART, MANIFESTED 
PARTICULARLY 

IN THE KOREAN CASE. ONLY 48 KOREANS AND DEPENDANTS 

WERE PERMITTED TO LEAVE, ANOTHER 1 16 OF THEM NOT HAVING RECEIVED 

NECESSARY 

EXIT DOCUMENTATION. INCIDENTALLY, THE THREE KOREAN 
EMBASSY PERSONNEL IN SAIGON REMAIN IMPRISONED AT CHI HOA. AN 
ICRC OFFICIAL TOLD KOREAN EMBOFF BANGKOK THAT SAIGON SEEMED 
PREPARED TO RELEASE THEM BUT THAT APPROVAL HAD TO BE OBTAINED 
FROM HANOI, A SIX MONTH PROCESS. 

4. FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICIAL TOLD POL COUNSELOR SEPTEMBER 16 THAT 
FRENCH HAVE AGREEMENTS WITH SRV WITHIN CONTEXT OF THE ADDITIONAL 
TWO MONTHS' EXTENSION VIETNAMESE HAVE ACCORDED FRENCH EVACUATION 
FLIGHTS TO SEND IN TWO OR THREE MORE PLANES (FROM PARIS-BANGKOK 
RUN) TO PICK UP FRENCH NATIONALS. VIETNAMESE, FOR SOME REASON, 

INSIST THAT THEPLANE MUST ARRIVE IN SAIGON BY NOON, ALTHOUGH 

THE AIR FRANCE 707 WHICH PICKED UP EVACUEES THERE 
SEPTEMBER 

3 (REF B) ARRIVED AN HOUR LATER AND HAD NO PROBLEM. WE 
UNDERSTAND NEXT FLIGHT SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 21. 
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5. COMMENT. IT IS OBVIOUS FROM FOREGOING THAT FLIGHT SITUATION 
OUT OF SAIGON IS NOT AS BLEAK AS IT APPEARED A MONTH AGO. SOME 
FRENCH FLIGHTS CONTINUE, AIR FRANCE COULD EVEN RECEIVE PERMANENT 
HANOI AND/OR SAIGON LANDING RIGHTS, ICRC MAY QUITE POSSIBLY 
DECIDE TO SPONSOR ADDITIONAL FLIGHTS, AND UNHCR REMAINS CONCERNED 
OVER EVACUATION PROBLEM. WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO SEE FOREIGNERS 
LEAVE SAIGON FOR SOME MONTHS. 
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